STUDENT PROGRESS MONITORING
(This document may be reprinted by parents and educators working with students with special needs)

Why Student Progress Monitoring (SPM)?
  Trimester monitoring used to measure progress for neurotypical students often allows too much time to pass before a lack of expected progress towards an annual goal is detected for students with special needs.   Trimester benchmarks are also often too general so that IEP team members are not fully aware of what is needed each week or month to help students meet the annual goal.   Student progress monitoring is relatively new but is recognized as a scientifically based practice by the US Dept. of Education. 
   SPM considers the student’s current levels of performance and individual learning pace (and needs) to determine how and what to teach a student per smaller time periods – preferably every two weeks -- to meet the annual goal. 

By breaking down the student’s annual goal into smaller bi-weekly “mini” goals, teaching staff is better able to monitor whether anything needs to be done differently to ensure appropriate progress based upon the student’s learning needs is being made.   Often when breaking down what a student needs to achieve every two weeks, the IEP team will realize that the expectation of the student is too low and revise the annual goal to better suit the student’s individual needs. In the event the student is not able to achieve the stated bi-weekly goal, the team can promptly address how the bi-weekly goals can be supported differently in order for the student to achieve the next bi-weekly goal.  

Effects of Student Progress Monitoring:   Benefits of SPM include: “accelerated learning because students are receiving more appropriate instruction; more informed instructional decisions; documentation of student progress for accountability purposes; more efficient communication with families and other professionals about students’ progress; higher expectations for students by teachers,” and fewer demands upon the special education program.  Because of SPM is so effective, the U.S. Department of Education/Office of Special Education Programs funded the National Center on Student Progress Monitoring for five years to assist districts with the development and implementation of SPM.  Although personal assistance through the Center is no longer funded, the website is still available for reference and support.  http://www.studentprogress.org/default.asp
Who Should Use Progress Monitoring?  As stated by the National Center on Progress Monitoring, “anyone interested in improving the results for children should be implementing progress monitoring.”

Student Progress Monitoring Forms:  While IEP teams can create their own forms to use, Steps4Kids, LLC has provided samples below in an effort to support those who help students with special needs.   Forms should be customized based upon what needs to be monitored (e.g. prompting, levels, etc.)  A sample is available on our website using a currency goal in both .pdf and .doc format.  To avoid excessive paper usage, schools or IEP Teams should consider whether to develop a computer based, confidential system that enables all IEP team members (including the parents) to log in to see the student’s progress.

Thank you visiting our website!  We hope that our information is helpful.   The Steps4Kids® Team
SAMPLE MATH SHEET – Most school years are approximately 35 weeks long.  The below sample uses 16 bi-weekly periods (for a total of 32 weeks) in anticipation of student absences due to illness, field trips, class parties, etc. during which academic skills would not be addressed.
	Area of Need:

MATH (Counting)
Baseline(s):

Month/Year:  

School: Student is able to count to 15 using 1:1 correspondence with less than 5 verbal prompts.

Home:  Student is able to count to 20 using 1:1 correspondence and 3 prompts.

Therapy Clinic: N/A
	Measurable Annual Goal # 1
By [date], in the SDC classroom setting, Student will be able to count verbally up to 50 using 1:1 correspondence and less than 5 verbal prompts with 80% accuracy as measured by teacher’s recorded observations from 4 consecutive trials conducted during a period not to exceed ten days.

(  Enables student to be involved/progress in general curriculum/state standard: 
     First Grade/Number Sense 1.1 (count up to 100 for typical first grader).
      Kindergarten/Number Sense 1.2 (count up to 30 for typical kindergartener)
(  Addresses other educational needs resulting from the disability:   (  Linguistically appropriate

Person(s) responsible:  SDC teacher & classroom aides
Legend:    Blank = Not introduced yet                                 NS  = New Skills (0% - 20% accuracy)                         E = Emerging   (21% - 50% accuracy)         

                        \  =  Near Proficiency (51% - 75%)                 X = Proficient (80% accuracy in 5/5 trials conducted in a single week)


	Skill (
(80% accuracy)

Week

(
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	Note:  If goal is met before the end of the school year, please fade verbal prompting and increase numbers by 2 each week.  


Using Form to Set forth Accommodations or Helpful Tools:

Consistency in the presentation and teaching of a skill is often crucial to a student’s acquisition of a skill.  Many students will benefit from the simple repetition of the process until the skill is mastered.  One of the most common interventions for a student is the breaking down of a task to help them learn it.  When using a SPM form, the teacher should break down the task into parts that need to be mastered in order to achieve the skill which forms the subject of the annual goal.  Those “parts” then form the mini-goal for each monitoring period.

In the next form presented as a sample, under the notes section you will see that suggestions have been made on how to make the exercise work for a visual learner.  Visual learners can often benefit from color coded tools or tools that use visual prompts, which can then be faded to grey or lines as the skills or process are mastered.   By using visual prompts in the actual presentation, educators often find that the need for verbal prompts is reduced and task avoidance behaviors lessened or eliminated.

Accommodations:

When addressing math goals, remember a common accommodation is graph paper to help line up decimals or numbers in an equation.  However, not all graph paper is the same.   Students who experience “line confusion” will benefit from graph paper that has larger squares so that the students have sufficient room to write and/or track the numbers.  Students may also benefit from having less equations on a single paper.   In some instances, something as simple as having the work presented on light blue paper, which may cause less “visual stress” than white paper, can help students.  

Graph paper can also be useful when working on a student’s fine motor skills to help teach correct spacing and line placement.  As skills are improved, graph lines can be faded until the lines are not needed.

SAMPLE MATH SHEET  (Summer Goals Form)  The below format is useful for an 8 week summer program.
	Area:  MATH


Addition

Baseline(s): 

Home:  With hand over hand prompting to count manipulatives, student can solve addition equations with sums of <5.

School:  Student is not able to count manipulatives or write down #’s independently in classroom setting. 
	Summer Goal:  By the start of ____ grade, when presented with groupings of manipulatives to perform an addition equation with sums up to 10, [Student] will be able to independently count manipulatives which correspond to the printed numbers in a horizontally presented addition equation, and write down the sum reflected by adding the total number of manipulatives.  

Notes: This skill is process based.  Student will benefit from using smaller numbers until she is at least proficient in understanding that the manipulatives equal the numbers represented.  Manipulatives can then be added to increase addition facts as needed.  Recommendation is to begin by color coding squares in which manipulatives are placed with spaces where numbers are to be written to provide visual prompts which can eventually be faded depending upon progress (possibly use red manipulatives for red square at beginning). (An example follows this page).  To reinforce that the term “sum” equals the combining of the numbers/manipulatives, do something that separates the sum from the factors.  Example:  After the student counts and writes the factors, have her place all the manipulatives in the final “sum” space before counting to find the sum.  At the beginning of each week, consider making the “sum” process fun by using fish manipulatives and moving the fish to a bowl of water for the “sum” space, sticking the manipulatives into playdough placed in the “sum” space, etc. – something that keeps or groups the manipulatives together.

Related curriculum standards:  First Grade – Addition facts up to 20
Levels:  I = Introduced (0% - 50%)     

E = Emerging (51% – 75%)    

P = Proficient (does 80% - 90%)
M = Mastered (91 -100% correct)

	Skill (
Tester

(
	Wk 1  (# 1-5)
Using color coded presentation, student should practice counting the items w/sums up to 5, then writing the number  counted in the white space correlating to related color space

Goal: Independence

in process
	Wk 2 (#1-5)
Using same format as prior weeks, now have student move all items to “sum space”, count and write number in related sum space.

Goal: Learning that items combined = sum, writing sum
	Wk 3
Increase numbers 

up to 6
	Wk 4
Increase numbers up to 8
	Wk 5
Increase numbers up to 10
	Wk 6
Fade color boxes to gray boxes and work on skills using numbers up to 10
	Wk 7
Fade gray boxes to lines only using numbers  that equal to 10
	Wk 8
Using lines only to solve equations using manipulatives sums up to 10
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[image: image1.jpg]Not drawn to scale. For demonstration purposes only.





� SPM is sometimes used interchangeably with the phrases “curriculum based monitoring,” “curriculum based measurement,” or “curriculum based assessment”.


� See information provided by the National Center on Student Progress Monitoring available at � HYPERLINK "http://www.studentprogress.org/default.asp" ��http://www.studentprogress.org/default.asp�.


� � HYPERLINK "http://www.studentprogress.org/progresmon.asp#4" ��http://www.studentprogress.org/progresmon.asp#4� (August 14, 2010).
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